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· Beijing Foton Daimler Automotive (BFDA) to invest approximately €135 million

· Construction to begin in first half of 2013

· Production capacity of up to 45,000 engines per year over the long term  

Beijing / Stuttgart – With joint truck production now under way, Beijing Foton Daimler Automotive Co. Ltd. (BFDA) is stepping up the pace even more. The joint venture of Daimler AG and the Chinese truck manufacturer Foton will begin building a new engine plant next to its headquarters in Beijing’s Huairou district by the first half of 2013. It will invest more than RMB 1 billion (around €135 million). 

“This investment once again demonstrates that we are putting our ‘Global Excellence’ strategy into practice and that our involvement in China is of a sustained, long-term nature,” says Andreas Renschler, the Daimler Board of Management member responsible for Daimler Trucks and Daimler Buses. “As is the case in all of the new growth markets, we are consistently applying our principle of operating as globally as possible on the one hand and as locally as necessary on the other.”

Once the new plant is finished in 2014, it will produce type OM 457 engines for the joint venture’s trucks that are produced under the Auman brand. The diesel engine is currently being used in Mercedes-Benz commercial vehicles in Europe and Latin America, and is already undergoing successful test runs in trucks made by the joint venture. Whereas up to 40 percent of the engine components will be produced in China when the new plant begins engine manufacturing operations, the localization rate is scheduled to be raised to more than 65 percent in the medium and long terms. BFDA is already working hard to select suppliers. “This process has made very satisfactory progress. We have already found renowned suppliers for the key components. These suppliers were selected after extensive tests which showed that they meet our high standards with regard to quality and business ethics,” reports Stefan Albrecht, Executive Vice President of BFDA. 

More choices for customers

The new engine plant will cover an area of around 30,000 square meters in close proximity to the Auman trucks production site in Beijing’s Huairou district. Once ramped up, it will add more than 500 new employees to the workforce. Production capacity at the plant will be designed for up to 45,000 engines per year. As soon as the Chinese emissions standard China IV (which corresponds to Euro IV) is introduced as planned next year, customers will be able to order the Auman truck with either a conventional engine or the OM 457. Thanks to its technological expertise in diesel engines and exhaust systems, Daimler ensures that the joint venture will meet future emissions regulations. Until the new plant is completed, the Mercedes-Benz plant in Mannheim will deliver the engines completely built up to China. 

Further information from Daimler can be found on the Internet at www.media.daimler.com and www.daimler.com


About Daimler 

Daimler AG is one of the world’s most successful automotive companies. With its divisions Mercedes-Benz Cars, Daimler Trucks, Mercedes-Benz Vans, Daimler Buses and Daimler Financial Services, the Daimler Group is one of the biggest producers of premium cars and the world’s biggest manufacturer of commercial vehicles with a global reach. Daimler Financial Services provides financing, leasing, fleet management, insurance and innovative mobility services.The company’s founders, Gottlieb Daimler and Carl Benz, made history with the invention of the automobile in the year 1886. As a pioneer of automotive engineering, Daimler continues to shape the future of mobility today: The Group’s focus is on innovative and green technologies as well as on safe and superior automobiles that appeal to and fascinate its customers. For many years now, Daimler has been investing continually in the development of alternative drive systems with the goal of making emission-free driving possible in the long term. So in addition to vehicles with hybrid drive, Daimler now has the broadest range of locally emission-free electric vehicles powered by batteries and fuel cells. This is just one example of how Daimler willingly accepts the challenge of meeting its responsibility towards society and the environment. Daimler sells its vehicles and services in nearly all the countries of the world and has production facilities on five continents. Its current brand portfolio includes, in addition to the world’s most valuable premium automotive brand, Mercedes-Benz, the brands smart, Maybach, Freightliner, Western Star, BharatBenz, Fuso, Setra and Thomas Built Buses. The company is listed on the stock exchanges of Frankfurt and Stuttgart (stock exchange symbol DAI). In 2011, the Group sold 2.1 million vehicles and employed a workforce of more than 271,000 people; revenue totaled €106.5 billion and EBIT amounted to €8.8 billion.
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