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Press Information



Sustainable mobility concept for the future: the Mercedes-Benz Vito E-CELL  
· Vito E-CELL wins design award during the Michelin "Challenge Bibendum", one of the world's largest forums for sustainable mobility 

· Panel of top-class experts recognises the Vito E-CELL
Berlin/Stuttgart – The "Challenge Bibendum 2011" took place on the site of the former Berlin-Tempelhof airport between 18 and 22 May. Participation in this internationally recognised event, facilitated by organisers Michelin, provides the major players in the motor industry with a platform for discussion with international decision-makers from the worlds of politics and business. The objective is to engender a better understanding of the latest technological developments and new ideas for and around the motor car.

One key feature of the Challenge Bibendum is a design contest, the prime purpose of which is to reward creative engineering achievements that improve our quality of life and spare the environment. The jury's assessment is made according to the following criteria: practicability and efficiency of the new technologies in providing solutions to environmental and safety problems, the way they are integrated into the overall vehicle design, emotional appeal and exterior appearance. The Mercedes-Benz Vito E-CELL was presented with the design award in the category "delivery trucks".  

Mercedes-Benz Vito E-CELL: a convincing proposition 

The jury's summation of its findings on the Vito E-CELL acknowledged in particular the successful integration of a new idea into an existing vehicle design, its clear structures and the unique balance it represents between automotive technology and design. 
The Vito E-CELL won through against the competition largely due to the maturity of its technology, its performance, its optimal chassis configuration, its payload capacity and the quality of its workmanship.     

Design contest with top-class jury
Right since the inception of the Michelin Challenge Bibendum in 1998, the design contest has been one of the key elements of this global event for sustainable mobility in the transport sector.   
The jury is made up of seven international and independent automotive experts such as journalists, engineers and designers. The list of these renowned industry specialists includes such names as Roberto Piatti, CEO and Managing Director of Torino Design, Yves Maroselli, Editor-in-Chief of the French motoring magazine "Le Moniteur automobile" ,  Yasuhiro Kawamura, Japanese motoring journalist, and Birgit Priemer, Assistant Editor-in-Chief of the German magazine "auto motor und sport". A total of ten design awards in various categories were presented by the jury on the evening of 17 May.
State-of-the-art powertrain engineering, powerful lithium-ion batteries  
The electric motor in the Vito E-CELL has an output of 60 kW and 280 Nm of torque. Since with electric motors the full torque is available right from the start, the Vito E-CELL delivers excellent dynamic driving performance on a par with that of today's diesel engines. With an eye to the typical areas of usage of the Vito E-CELL, and in the interests of extending the range of the batteries as much as possible, the van's top speed is limited to 80 km/h.

The batteries of the Vito E-CELL are neatly stored under the load compartment floor, so saving space. These are sophisticated, exceptionally powerful and resilient lithium-ion batteries with a total capacity of 36 kWh, sufficient for a range of around 130 kilometres. The Vito E-CELL thus meets the average customer requirements for a van, needing to cover around 50-80 kilometres a day, with a generous reserve.   
Further information about Mercedes-Benz, together with a photo with the index number 11A594, is available online at: www.media.daimler.com and www.mercedes-benz.com 
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