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· Sales up 31 percent in first quarter of 2011

· In 2010, Fuso sold 48.5 percent more Canter trucks in Europe than in the previous year

· Sales success largely due to high demand for advanced, Euro 5-compliant EEVs

Stuttgart – At 1,325 units, sales at Fuso in Europe were 31 percent higher in the first quarter than in the same period last year. In 2010 as a whole, the company sold about 5,900 trucks in Europe, an increase of 48.5 percent on the previous year. 

In 2010, Germany was the company’s main European sales market for the first time, with sales rising by approximately 30 percent to around 1,100 units. In addition, Fuso posted substantial sales increases in its other core European markets of France, Italy, and the UK. 

“The latest sales results confirm the Fuso Canter’s growing popularity on the European market,” says Alexander Müller, Head of Sales & Marketing Mitsubishi Fuso Truck Europe. “The Fuso Canter is manufactured in Portugal with a local sourcing rate of over 70 percent. In view of the events in Japan, we of course have to reassess the availability of vehicle parts every day, but so far we don’t expect to suffer from any supply bottlenecks.” 

Fuso managed to gain market share in Europe, primarily due to the great demand for the new Euro 5-compliant Canter fitted with EEV exhaust gas treatment technology, which is now standard equipment in the light truck. As a result, the Canter’s market share of Europe’s light truck segment rose to 14.4 percent in 2010. This was the highest level ever reached in the vehicle’s history and represented an increase of one percentage point on the figure for the previous year. 

The first Fuso Canter to be produced in Europe rolled off the assembly line in Tramagal, Portugal, back in 1980. The Canter is now in its seventh generation. Located 150 kilometers northeast of Lisbon, the plant in Tramagal was originally opened in 1964 by a Portuguese-French joint venture for the production of vehicles for the Portuguese army. The plant has been owned by Daimler Trucks since 2003.

About Mitsubishi Fuso 

MFTBC is an integral part of the Daimler Trucks division of Daimler AG. Daimler currently owns 89.29 percent of MFTBC, while Mitsubishi Group companies hold 10.71 percent. Based in Kawasaki, Japan, MFTBC develops, manufactures, and sells a comprehensive range of Fuso brand trucks and buses that are marketed in more than 150 countries worldwide. Fuso is the most important Daimler Trucks brand in Asia. MFTBC serves as the competence center for all light trucks worldwide and is also the global hybrid center for all of Daimler’s truck series.

Additional information from Daimler is available on the Internet at: www.media.daimler.com and www.daimler.com
About Daimler 

The company’s founders, Gottlieb Daimler and Carl Benz, made history with the invention of the automobile in the year 1886. 125 years later, in anniversary year 2011, Daimler AG is one of the world’s most successful automotive companies. With its divisions Mercedes-Benz Cars, Daimler Trucks, Mercedes-Benz Vans, Daimler Buses and Daimler Financial Services, the Daimler Group is one of the biggest producers of premium cars and the world’s biggest manufacturer of commercial vehicles with a global reach. Daimler Financial Services provides its customers with a full range of automotive financial services including financing, leasing, insurance and fleet management. As an automotive pioneer, Daimler continues to shape the future of mobility. The Group applies innovative and green technologies to produce safe and superior vehicles which fascinate and delight its customers. With the development of alternative drive systems, Daimler is the only vehicle producer investing in all three technologies of hybrid drive, electric motors and fuel cells, with the goal of achieving emission-free mobility in the long term. This is just one example of how Daimler willingly accepts the challenge of meeting its responsibility towards society and the environment. Daimler sells its vehicles and services in nearly all the countries of the world and has production facilities on five continents. In addition to Mercedes-Benz, the world’s most valuable automotive brand, Daimler’s brand portfolio includes smart, Maybach, Freightliner, Western Star, BharatBenz, Fuso, Setra, Orion and Thomas Built Buses. The company is listed on the stock exchanges of Frankfurt and Stuttgart (stock exchange symbol DAI). In the year 2010, the Daimler Group sold 1.9 million vehicles and employed a workforce of more than 260,000 people; revenue totaled €97.8 billion and EBIT amounted to €7.3 billion. 
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