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International Business Gives Big Boost to Fuso Sales

· Mitsubishi Fuso Truck & Bus Corporation (MFTBC) sells around 62,000 vehicles in first half of 2010

· Sales up 40 percent compared to first half of 2009, international sales increase 59 percent

· Fuso Europe sells 55 percent more Fuso Canter light trucks in first half of 2010, particularly in Germany, France, the UK, and Portugal

Kawasaki, Japan – MFTBC increased sales by 39.9 percent in the first half of 2010 compared to the same period of last year. The commercial vehicle manufacturer, which is part of Daimler Trucks, sold a total of 61,569 trucks and buses, of which 50,117 vehicles were sold outside the company’s home market of Japan. International sales improved by 58.9 percent compared to the first half of 2009. 

“Thanks to improved global market conditions and our strong presence in numerous growth markets, Mitsubishi Fuso achieved significant sales increases in the first half of 2010,” said Dr. Albert Kirchmann, President and CEO of MFTBC, about the rise in sales. “We clearly see a commercial vehicle sales recovery under way, and we plan to build further market momentum in the second half of the year by continuing a product offensive that is bringing more than 25 new products or product improvements to global markets in 2010.”

MFTBC posted a particularly sharp sales increase of almost 75 percent in Southeast Asia, the company’s largest export market, where it leads the market. MFTBC sold approximately 24,000 units in Indonesia alone, with sales increasing by about 90 percent compared to the first half of last year. Sales were up slightly to 5,800 units in MFTBC’s second-largest export market, the Middle East, and rose by about 38 percent to almost 4,000 vehicles in Africa. 

Fuso Europe boosts sales by 55 percent in first half of 2010

In Europe demand grew noticeably for the Fuso Canter light truck, which has a Euro 5-compliant engine and meets the Enhanced Environmentally Friendly Vehicle (EEV) standard. As a result, Fuso Europe increased sales by 55 percent in the first half of 2010, selling more than 2,700 Fuso Canter trucks in all. The sales figures show that the new Canter, which fulfills Europe’s toughest environmental standards, Euro 5 and EEV, is very popular with customers.

The series-produced Fuso Canter light trucks delivered since spring comply with the EEV emissions standard. EEV limits for particulate emissions are 30 percent lower than those of Euro 5. Despite this stricter limit, the EEV standard does not increase the Canter’s fuel consumption compared to Euro 5. EEV compliance is particularly important for vehicle fleets and municipalities, which sometimes demand in their calls for bids that automobiles meet this voluntary standard. 

The Fuso Canter for the European market is manufactured at the plant in Tramagal, Portugal, which celebrated its 30th anniversary in February. First produced in Japan in 1963 and in Europe in 1980, the Fuso Canter is now in its seventh generation. It is the best-selling Daimler truck to date. The Fuso Canter supplements Daimler Trucks’ product range in the light truck segment in Europe. Fuso Canters from Tramagal are now on the road in more than 30 countries throughout Europe. The main sales markets are Germany, France, the UK, and Portugal.

Based in Kawasaki, Japan, Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corporation (MFTBC) is one of Asia’s leading commercial vehicle manufacturers. In 2009 the company sold a total of about 100,000 vehicles, including light, medium, and heavy-duty trucks and buses. Daimler AG owns 85 percent of MFTBC shares. MFTBC is an integral part of the Daimler Trucks division of Daimler AG.

Further information on Daimler can be found on the Internet at: www.media.daimler.com and www.daimler.com
About Daimler
Daimler AG is one of the world’s most successful automotive companies. With its divisions Mercedes-Benz Cars, Daimler Trucks, Mercedes-Benz Vans, Daimler Buses and Daimler Financial Services, the Daimler Group is one of the biggest producers of premium cars and the world's biggest manufacturer of commercial vehicles with a global reach. Daimler Financial Services provides its customers with a full range of automotive financial services including financing, leasing, insurance and fleet management. 
The company’s founders, Gottlieb Daimler and Carl Benz, made history with the invention of the automobile in the year 1886. As an automotive pioneer, Daimler continues to shape the future of mobility. The Group applies innovative and green technologies to produce safe and superior vehicles which fascinate and delight its customers. With the development of alternative drive systems, Daimler is the only vehicle producer investing in hybrid drive, electric motors and fuel-cell systems, with the goal of achieving emission-free mobility in the long term. This is just one example of how Daimler willingly accepts the challenge of meeting its responsibility towards society and the environment. 
Daimler sells its vehicles and services in nearly all the countries of the world and has production facilities on five continents. Its current brand portfolio includes, in addition to the world’s most valuable automotive brand, Mercedes-Benz, the brands smart, Maybach, Freightliner, Western Star, Fuso, Setra, Orion and Thomas Built Buses. The company is listed on the stock exchanges of Frankfurt and Stuttgart (stock exchange symbol DAI). In 2009, the Group sold 1.6 million vehicles and employed a workforce of more than 256,000 people; revenue totaled €78.9 billion and EBIT amounted minus €1.5 billion.
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